
How does Mario always seem to win at just the right moment? This is how he does it! 

 

The iconic Nintendo video game character Mario always seems to save Princess Peach or win the battle 

at the last second with help from the player. Have you ever wondered why that is? This is due to Kairos. 

You may ask yourself, what is that? Kairos is defined as when the conditions are right for a crucial action 

to be accomplished and, the video game Super Mario Brothers is filled with this. Kairos is an element of 

rhetoric that was used by the Ancient Greeks to describe the crucial moments and when translated it 

means "right time" or "opportune time".  

 

Within the video game series Super Mario, Kairos is a key element to winning the game. the game often 

presents kairotic moments where the player must seek precise movements to overcome obstacles, 

collect power-ups, and avoid creatures. 

 

A crucial element within the video game involves the boss battles. When facing an enemy, whether it's 

Bowser or one of his henchmen, the players observe these patterns strike at the crucial moments and 

use these opportunities to win the battle.  

 

Another crucial element within the video game is when players compete to beat the game as fast as 

possible. This is referred to as a speed run where players optimize the levels around them by exploiting 

the video game at crucial moments to cut time. For example, a player might use a glitch or shortcut that 

they discovered to cut down on time, but it might only be available for a certain amount of time. By 

finding the exact moment when they use it, they are harnessing a moment of Kairos to strike at the 

precise moment. 

 

Kairos is a crucial element of knowing when to strike at the right moment to harness the full potential it. 

By playing a video game such as Super Mario Brothers, the player is analyzing their situation and finding 

the patterns to use them to their advantage at just the precise moment. Kairos is everywhere within the 

game and life in general, and by understanding what it is, it allows us to know what Kairos is and how we 

just might be able to use it on ourselves like Mario does seemingly.  


